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EAST KIMBERLEY ABORIGINAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS 2007 
Statement by Minister for Indigenous Affairs 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland - Minister for Indigenous Affairs) [12.17 pm]:  On Saturday, 22 September 
2007 I had the pleasure of attending the 2007 East Kimberley Aboriginal Achievement Awards in Kununurra.  
My colleague the member for Kimberley also attended.  I would like to share with the house some background 
on this fantastic community-driven event.  The awards celebrate and showcase some of the people who 
contribute to the strength of the East Kimberley - the local people who work towards a brighter future for their 
communities on a daily basis, often without recognition or reward and the quiet achievers and leaders who help 
build a stronger future for the people of the East Kimberley and the region. 

The event is hosted by the Wunan Foundation, which does fantastic work in the region providing training and 
employment to young Aboriginal people.  In fact, earlier that day I opened the Pindan Place housing 
development, which is a project undertaken by the Wunan Foundation in partnership with the Beacon 
Foundation, with the financial support of the Carpenter government.  The awards were previously known as the 
Wunan Achievement Awards.  They were established by the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Commission 
Wunan Regional Council in 2000 to recognise the achievements by individuals and organisations in Aboriginal 
affairs in the East Kimberley. 

The inaugural East Kimberley Aboriginal Achievement Awards were held in 2006, with 12 category winners 
from 50 nominations.  The event continues to grow.  This year there were 20 category winners out of 122 
nominations from all around the East Kimberley - from Halls Creek, Wyndham, Kununurra and as far as 
Kalumburu.  Twenty awards were presented in the fields of Young People and Education, Leadership, 
Community, Employment, Business and Positive Role Models.  Winners were presented with beautiful 
handpainted plates made by the Wuggubun community, just out of Kununurra. 

The evening was also an opportunity to showcase local culture and musical talents.  We were given a wonderful 
welcome by the Miriuwung people, which included a traditional dance by the Mirima Dancers.  There was also 
live music by some great musicians such as Terrence Gore, Peter Brandy and the Deadly Blokes. 

I take this opportunity to congratulate all of the people and organisations that won or were nominated.  Although 
they were all worthy winners, I would particularly like to single out a few winners for particular mention.  Of 
great inspiration was Trish McKay, winner of the Aboriginal Person of the Year Award.  Trish is a tireless 
worker in her town of Halls Creek, including in her roles as an Aboriginal education officer and Halls Creek 
shire president.  She is active within the community on all levels - family, community service and development, 
heritage and culture, and personal goal achievement.  She is particularly active in sport and with the town’s 
young people.  Trish truly is a role model to others.  Her leadership is an inspiration and something I would like 
to acknowledge and congratulate.  Trish also received the award for Outstanding Individual Contribution to the 
Community. 

I also congratulate Stephanie Trust, winner of the Outstanding Academic Individual Achievement Award.  After 
working as an enrolled nurse, Stephanie went to the University of Western Australia to study medicine.  Last 
year she became the first Aboriginal person in the East Kimberley to graduate as a doctor.   

Nerissa Winton received the Young Individual Demonstration Outstanding Leadership Award.  Besides being an 
Aboriginal liaison officer for Kimberley Technical and Further Education at Halls Creek, Nerissa’s involvement 
and display of leadership in so many local organisations and committees is inspiring and slightly overwhelming.  
From the Halls Creek community reference group to the Kimberley District Aboriginal Education Advisory 
Council to Croc Fest and the children’s Christmas pageants, Nerissa is passionately involved in strengthening 
her culture and making positive changes in her community. 

The Carpenter government is a proud supporter and sponsor of the East Kimberley Aboriginal Achievement 
Awards, and it is certainly a great occasion and celebration. 
 


